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STORMWATER MANAGEMENT APPLICATION  INSTRUCTIONS
For projects located within the Lake George Park and within the Towns of 

Ticonderoga, Dresden, Hague, Putnam and Fort Ann 

A. GENERAL INFORMATION

Lake George is a State-owned resource held in custody of the people of the State and protected under several
State laws.   Because the Lake has a relatively small and steep watershed, its water quality is highly
susceptible to pollution caused by stormwater runoff.  Development projects, when uncontrolled, can cause
runoff problems during construction and after completion.  In order to protect water quality, development
projects are required to provide for the control of stormwater runoff.

This is a general guide for those undertaking projects which may require a permit from the Lake George Park
Commission (LGPC). This is not a description of all applicable laws or regulations - other permits may be
required for your project.  It is the owners responsibility to obtain all required approvals prior to commencing
work. 

The Lake George Park is comprised of Lake George and, essentially, its land drainage basin.  As such, the
Park includes private lands some miles from the lake.  If there is a question as to whether or not the project
site is located within the Park, contact the Lake George Park Commission for a determination.  If your project
is located within the Lake George Park but in the Town of Bolton, Queensbury or Lake George or the Village
of Lake George please contact the Town zoning administrator directly for applicable stormwater management
permit requirements.

B. STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PERMIT REQUIREMENTS

A permit must be obtained prior to commencing:  

1.  Projects involving the creation of more than 1000 square feet of impervious surface.  Impervious
surfaces include buildings, pavement, blacktop, macadam, packed earth and crushed stone.

2.  Land clearing, grading or filling involving more than 5000 square feet.

It is a violation of the Lake George Park Commission Stormwater Management regulations to maintain a
condition which, due to a human disturbance of land, vegetative cover, or soil, results in the erosion of soil into
any water body.

If you are not sure if you need a permit you can send a jurisdictional inquiry to us for a determination.  Just
send a cover letter with your name, address, phone number and tax map number of your property asking for a
jurisdictional determination, along with a copy of your project plans.  Be sure to include all proposed changes
to the property including  all structures to be removed and added, driveways, sheds, decks, garages, etc.
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C. PROJECT CLASSIFICATION

Minor Projects (projects not falling into one of these categories are Major Projects):

1.  Any building, land clearing or development activity affecting less than 15,000 square feet.

2.  Creation of a two-lot, three-lot or four-lot subdivision which may result in the construction of no more
than one single-family residential structure and related accessory structures per lot, and will require
land clearing or alteration activities of less than 15,000 square feet per lot and less than 15,000 square
feet total for any subdivision road. 

3.  Any building, alteration or modification of a stormwater control measure, excluding maintenance,
cleaning or repair of such stormwater control measure.

If your project site contains any of the following conditions it may be considered as a Major Project:

1.  Soils of high potential for overland or through-soil pollutant transport.

2.  An area with a slope of fifteen percent (15%) or greater when measured in any direction over a
distance of one hundred (100) feet from the center of the proposed building site.

3.  An area with a soil percolation rate slower than sixty (60) minutes per inch.

If your project site contains any of the following conditions the stormwater plans must be designed by a
licensed professional engineer, architect or *exempt land surveyor.

1.  Stormwater control measures installed at locations with slope > 15 percent before grading

2.  Soil percolation rate slower than 60 minutes per inch

3.  The placement of fill to meet the 2' vertical separation distance to bedrock and/or groundwater

*Exempt land surveyor refers to those persons defined as exempt pursuant to New York Education law Article 145 § 7208 (n)

D. FILING YOUR APPLICATION
A pre-application meeting with Commission staff may be desirable for large or complex projects.  Please
contact the Commission if you wish to make an appointment for a pre-application meeting.

A complete application must include the following:

( Application form - completed and signed.

( An application fee in the form of a check or money order made payable to LGPC (see application form
for fee schedule).  Application fees are not refundable.

( A general location map of the property sufficient to direct someone to your site.

( Project plans  (see below)

For major projects only:
( The names and legal mailing addresses of all landowners within five hundred (500) feet of the project

site.   (this information may be obtained from your town's tax assessment office).

( A complete list of all permits or approvals required from other agencies, the status of each application
and the status of the action under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).
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( A completed Full Environmental Assessment Form.

( A Stormwater Control Report.  A Stormwater Concept Plan may also be required. See regulations for
requirements

NOTE:  Failure to include any one of these items will result in an incomplete notice and delay in processing
your application.

Common mistakes to avoid

; Information was omitted from the application form - the application was not signed by the owner.

; Vicinity or location maps not suitable to direct someone to the site.  The map should reference a
principal highway, road names,etc.  Topographic maps or county highway maps are suggested.

; Vague, incomplete or poor quality plans.  Plans should be to scale and show all pertinent distances
and dimensions.

; Incorrect mailing addresses for adjacent owners.

; The application fee is omitted.

; Section, block and lot number incorrectly given.  This is the legal tax map number assigned to each
property.

PROJECT PLANS

The project plans are the basis for review and approval of the project and typically consist of a site plan
showing all new development and location of stormwater measures, erosion control plans and construction
details for stormwater and erosion control devices.   Construction must be in strict accordance with the plans. 
Applicants for minor projects should consult the Guide for Minor Projects Manual.  Your local Soil & Water
Conservation District may be able to assist you in the preparation of plans.

L Site Plan - Have your builder, engineer, landscaper or architect provide you with a site plan. The plan
should be an accurate drawing to scale showing property boundaries, streams, wetlands and lakes
within 100 feet of the property, existing and proposed buildings, driveways, wastewater system, wells,
patios and other hard surfaces and the areas to be cleared, filled or graded.  Label all buildings as
existing or proposed and note any existing buildings to be removed.

L Erosion & Sedimentation Control Plan - Show locations of all temporary erosion control devices to
be utilized during construction on a copy of the site plan.  Minimize the disturbance to land by limiting
the area to be cleared, cut or filled and the time period that the site will be worked and de-stabilized. 
Protect downgradient streams, lakes, wetlands with erosion control devices such as haybales, dikes,
filter fabric fencing, etc.  Stock piled earthen materials should be protected.  Contact your local Soil &
Water Conservation District for assistance:
Warren County 623-3119, Washington County 692-2927, Essex County 962-8225

L Stormwater Control Plan - Show locations of all permanent stormwater control devices on a copy of
the site plan.

L Construction Details - The stormwater control device details should include a profile view and
construction details of such devices as dry wells, infiltrators, trenches, retention ponds, trenches, etc.
(some detail drawings for typical devices are available from the Commission on request).
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E. PROCESSING YOUR APPLICATION

Applicants are generally notified within a week that their application has been received and within 15 days
whether the application is complete or additional information is required.  For major projects - processing a
complete application requires certain statutory notice and review periods including notice and opportunity for
comments from adjacent owners. 

For minor projects a decision should normally be made within 30 days of receipt of a complete application. 
For major projects a decision should normally be made by the full Commission at the first regularly scheduled
monthly meeting following completion of any public notice period.

F. PERMITS FROM OTHER AGENCIES

Other permits or approvals for projects may be required from Federal, State, Regional or Local agencies. 
Project sponsors should inquire at these agencies as to authorizations which may be necessary before
commencing work.  The list of agency contacts which follows is provided to assist project sponsors.  It is not
intended to mean that a permit is required from the agency, nor does the list include all agencies from which
authorization may be required.

Town Zoning Administrator
Wayne Wagner, Ticonderoga 585-9851
Cathy Clark, Hague 543-6161

County Planning Board or Building
Department

Essex 873-3685
Washington 746-2290
Warren 761-6410

Adirondack Park Agency 
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977
(518) 891-4050 

NYS Department of Environmental Conservation

Essex County
PO Box 67               
Ray Brook, NY 12885      
(518) 891-1370      

Warren or Washington Counties
PO Box 220 Hudson Avenue Extension
Warrensburg, NY 12885 
(518) 623-1200
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